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LITERARY NOTES.
PROFESSOR SAUNDBY is preparing a new and greatly en-
larged edition of his Medical Ethics, which will be pub-
lished by Messrs. Griffin and Son, Limited, in the course
-of 'the spring.
The lines along which the empire of medicine is ex-

panding are shown in the new journals that are founded
from time to time. Medical sociology has already one, if
not two, journals devoted to it in France, one in Italy, and
at least one in Germany. Another has recently come
into existence in Belgium. It is entitled Revue Medico-
.Sociale, and is published in Brussels under the editorship
of Professor 0. Laurent and Dr. Crocq.
The Nederlandsch Tijischrift voor Geneeskunde, the lead-

ing medical journal of Holland, entered on the fifty-first
year of its existence with the New Year. In celebration of
dts jubilee our contemporary has issued a commemoration
work, the character and contents of which are indicated by
'the title; Opuscula selecta Neederlandicorum de arte medica
asciculus primus quen curatores mniscellaneorum quae vocantur
Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Geneeskunde collegerunt et
cediderunt ad celebrandzm seriem quinquagesimam- in lucem
nuper editam. Amstelodami apud F. van Rossen MCMVII
The writings of Erasmus, Swammerdam, Leeuwenhoek,
Boerhave, Gaubius and Donders, relating to the art of
tiealing, are here made accessible. They serve to show the
high place occupied by Dutch medicine during the past
three centuries.
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences will, we learn

from &ience, shortly publish the first three volumes of
6wedenborg's scientific works, edited from the original
MSS. in the Library of the Royal Academy in Stockholm,
by a Committee of the Royal Academy, assisted by
Alfred H. Stroh, of the Swedenborg Scientific Association
of America. The first three volumes will be: Vol. I,
Geology, with introduction by A. G. Nathorst; Vol. II,
<Jhemistry, Physics, Mechanics, with introduction by
Svante Arrhenius; Vol. III, Cosmology, with introduction
by Svante Arrhenius. These volumes will be followed by
others on Anatomy, with introductions by Gustav Retzius.
The text of the volumes is in Latin, the introductions
being in English. A new and revised edition of
Swedenborg's Principia Rerum Naturalium in English,
long out of print, is now going through the press in
England, under the auspices of the Swedenborg Society of
London.
A sensitive correspondent, whose feelings have been

lacerated by split infinitives and other grammatical sole-
-cisms in our correspondence columns, writes to suggest
that " the editorial pencil should occupy itself in correcting
these infirmities partly for the sake of your readers who
are sensitive on the subject, and also for the credit of our
profession in the eyes of the public." We confess that
such an expression as that quoted by our correspondent-
," to under these circumstances excise the tonsils "-makes
us shudder. In the editorial columns we wage war on the
split infinitive; but in the case of correspondents, although
for the sake of uniformity their spelling is made to con-
form to a fixed standard, we do not consider ourselves
responsible for their grammar. The style, as Buffon said,
is the man, and a writer's grammar may serve as a
measure of the importance to be attached to his opinions
and arguments. Besides, correspondents are apt to look
upon the editorial blue pencil as operating with a purely
maleficent activity-like " decay's effacing fingers," sweep-
ing "the lines where beauty lingers." The author of one
of tuie solecisms which our correspondent quotes used to
accompany the communications with which he favoured
Us with extracts from the Commination Service directed
against any one who should profane his text by the
slightest verbal change. We have sometimes thought
that Orpheus was an editor, and that he was torn to
pieces by journalists whose " copy " he had corrected too
strenuously.
We have said that we do not like the split infinitive.

Nevertheless, there is something to be said in its defence.
For one thing, it is not really split; the " to" is a pre-
position originally separable from the verb, though now it
has come to be regarded as a part thereof. As Professor
Lounsbury has shown, the "split infinitive" is found in
English writers as far back as the fifteenth century. The
following example, which he quotes from the Prologue to
Pecock's Reporter (circ. 1450) is by several degrees worse

than the one of which our correspondent complains:
"WWhanne ever he takith upon him for to in neighbourli or
brotherli manner correpte his Christen neighbour or brother."
As we have hinted, the question is, Will the Christian
neighbour or brother who writes to the JOURNAL stand
" correption" for a split infinitive? He might plead in
justification Professor Lounsbury's prediction that, "in
spite of the opposition it encounters, there is little ques-
tion that it will establish itself permanently in the
language."
The Lyon Medical of February 10th publishes a curious

report taken from the Archives of the HOtel-Dieu of a
strike among the surgeons' apprentices in that hospital
about the middle of the eighteenth century. In 1769 the
Committee determined to enforce a rule under which the
apprentices had to shave the inmates of the hospital.
This rule had been allowed to fall into abeyance, and the
apprentices protested against its revival. The Committee
returned an uncompromising reply to their remonstrances.
The apprentices thereupon intimated that if the Com-
mittee persisted in that attitude they would leave the
hospital in a body. They burst into the committee room
"like mad men," and insisted on the rescission of the
objectionable rule. The Committee, considering itself
insulted, " sought means to make these young men
sensible (of the fault they had committed, and determined
to look for others who might prove more docile." The
official report goes on to say that the apprentices should
have shown signs of repentance and made humble
representations, behaving themselves in a Christian
manner in the house. But, so far from being appeased,
they had shown themselves more and more furious,
wishing to rule the Committee and acknowledging no
master but the Chief Surgeon. " The scandals which they
caused even in the refectory, the imperious tone in which
they spoke, the insulting remarks they made to certain of
the governing body, and their threats to leave the house,"
at last compelled the rectors to take severe measures.
They appealed to the military authorities. The com-
mandant sent a sergeant and twelve soldiers to the
hospital. Three of the refractory apprentices were put in
prison and afterwards dismissed. The other five were
gradually replaced by "blacklegs," who undertook to do
all the shaving that might be required of them. The
report, drawing the moral of what it calls this " tragical
story," ends with the assurance that it will have a good
effect by preventing similar abuses in future. Our
sympathies go back through the intervening century and
a half to the young men who had sufficient sense of the
dignity of .their craft to resent the continuance of its
odious association with the shaving brush. How long
the rectors of the Lyons hospital were able to enforce the
obnoxious rule we do not know, but the time spirit was
against them. As late as the beginning of the past
century, however, an English surgeon was dismissed from
the Danish Navy for refusing to shave the ship's company,
and we believe that in the Peninsular war Portuguese
military surgeons shaved the men.

If any of our readers happen to be interested in Lom-
broso's conversion to spiritualism he will find an account
of the process by the Professor himself in the Grand
Magazine for January. Till 1890, he says, spiritualism had
no more determined opponent than himself; then his eyes
were opened by the case of a hysterical girl of whose
symptoms "neither physiology nor pathology could
furnish any clear explanation." For instance, the sense
of sight would leave her eyes and become lodged on the
tip of her ear. In the like bewildering fashion her sense
of taste was transplanted to her knee, and that of smell to
her toes. It might almost be thought the young lady was
.trying to realize Bottom's dream as to which he assures
us "the eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man hath
not seen; man's hand is not able to taste, his tongue to
conceive, nor his heart to report.' She saw persons and
things at a distance, and could prophesy the exact
time when she would lose the power of walking or be
seized with an irresistible desire to bite. Lombroso at
first supposed that the girl's hysteria called into being
certain new and peculiar faculties which supplanted the
functions of the ordinary senses. Then the great truth
suddenly dawned upon him that there might possibly be
something in spiritualism which could explain the
matter. A few years later he made experiments on

IEusapia Palladino, forgetting apparently that, as may
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be read in the JOURNAL of November 9th, 1895'
she was a convicted impostor. Eusapia fooled him to
the top of his bent, making "a small trumpet start from
the bed " and a curtain enfold him in so close an embrace
that for several seconds he could not disentangle himself.
A more formidable manifestation was the sudden move-
ment towards him of a ponderous sideboard, " as if it had
been some enormous pachyderm advancing to attack me."
At a 86ance in broad daylight Eusapia was asked to ring a
small bell placed about half a yard from her. All at once
they noticed her skirt bulge out just as if it had been
a bladder filled with gas, which escaped when Lombroso
attempted to seize it. In a moment the gaseous arms
stretched out towards the bell, seized it, and rang it.
Professor Richet and Professor Lombroso put Eusapia on
a weighing machine, and made her weight increase or
decrease by more than 20 lb. at will. It is not perhaps
without significance that " it was necessary in these ex-
periments that a corner of Eusapia's skirt should be in
contact with the pedestal of the weighing machine."
There could, we are solemnly assured, be no possible
suspicion of any fraud, for they kept firm hold of the
medium's hands and feet, and on many occasions they tied
her feet securely, having first completely removed her
clothes and dressed her in their own. Lombroso was at
first inclined to believe that these occurrences were, like
many hysterical and hypnotic phenomena, due to a motor
and even a sensorial projection from the psycho-motor
centres of the medium's brain-an effect of the increased
energy of some nervous centres, while several other
nervous centres were enfeebled by neurosis and the state
of trance. Telepathy might, he thought, be explained
by psychical transmission from one brain to another
analogous to what takes place in wireless telegraphy,
His belief in these explanations was, however, destroyed
by haunted houses from which mediums were entirely
absent; during the last few years he has come across
several of these. The conviction was forced upon him that
spiritualistic phenomena, if due in great part to the
influence of the medium, are likewise attributable to the
influence of extra-terrestrial existence, which might,
perhaps, be compared to the radio-activity which still
persists in tubes after the radium which originated it
has disappeared. Professor Lombroso's notions of evidence,
as no intelligent reader of his books can fail to see, are
peculiar. There can, however, be no doubt as to his
honesty. But we are tempted to say with Autolycus
" Ha! Ha! What a fool Honesty is! and Trust, his sworn
brother, a very simple gentleman! "

SCHOOL HYGIENE.
BERLIN.

(From our Special Correspondent.)
RESULTS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

THE Berlin Municipal School Department has lately
caused a report to be published on the work done by
school doctors in Berlin municipal schools during the
year 1905-6, which gives evidence (if evidence were needed
by those who know something of the poor) that medical
supervision of schools is an absolute necessity for the
health of the children, as well as for their attainment of
knowledge.
In all 225,337 children came under medical examination

-32,902 on their first entry into school, and of these 3,056
(that is, 9.3 per cent.) were "put back "-that is, not
allowed to come to school for a certain period of time.
The causes were anaemia and general debility (in no less
than 1,223 cases), scrofula, rickets, nervous trouble, de-
fective intelligence, etc. Of the children admitted, 7,335
(that is, 22.3 per cent.) required continuous supervision,
because of their eyes or ears, or general weakness, or
slight tuberculosis, etc. The total number of children
under continuous medical supervision was 29,622.
Each child is examined in presence of the mother or

some other responsible member of the family. Gradually
these are learning to understand that the school doctor is
not meant to be, and cannot be, a medical attendant. As
for the teachers, they show more and more interest in the
school doctors' work, which they are glad to further.
Over and above their periodical examinations, the

school doctors try, by every means in their power, to
spread some knowledge of hygiene among children and
parents. Verbal instruction is given to mothers, and the

children are taught to read the " Rules of Health " printed
on posters hung in the different class-rooms.
The shower-baths provided in the Berlin municipal

schools were made use of 334,706 times by boys and
208,928 times by girls during the year. To prevent chills,
the children afterwards were well rubbed down, and went.
through gymnastic exercises. In summer, needy children
above 10 years of age received tickets for the municipal
river and swimming, baths gratis; 900 learnt to swimn
during the summer.
Some, but not all, of the Berlin school doctors have

collected figures on the subject of alcohol. In one boys'
school, 21 per cent. of the children were in the habit of
taking beer repeatedly during the week, 21 per cent. wine,
and 2 per cent. spirits. A special leaflet on the dangers of
alcohol for the young has been printed, and is given to.
the mothers.
One school doctor, Dr. Bernhard, has made the hours of

sleep the subject of a separate inquiry in 6,551 cases, anc
the conclusion he comes to is that, broadly speaking, all
these children get too little sleep. For this sad state of
things he makes the parents' careless habits just as,
responsible as their circumstances.
Many children-in some schools 10 per cent., in others,

up to 20 per cent.-come to school in the morning insuf-
ficiently washed and without having had a warm drink for
breakfast. In most cases the cause is not poverty, but,
carelessness and slovenliness on the part of the mother. A
characteristic proof of this is the fact that Monday always
brings the largest number of breakfastless children.
A small fund at the disposal of the school doctor, together
with private charitable contributions, have made the daily
distribution of warm milk and bread to delicate and needy
children possible, the result being a surprising improve-
ment in attention and mental alertness.

Infectious diseases were not of frequent occurrence
during the year. Thirteen classes had to be closed in all,
the cause nearly always being either measles or whooping-
cough; scabies and lice in the hair were comparatively
frequent, and there were isolated cases of syphilis.
The children's teeth were terribly neglected as a rule,

and only a small minority made use of the toothbrush.
One school doctor distributed 100 tickets for free treatment.
in a dental clinic, but only 2 of them were made use of.
Tuberculosis was found in many cases, but rarely in a

stage so advanced as to keep the child from school. The
school doctors praise the tuberculosis, advice, and assist-
ance bureaux, which render all the help they can. For
spinal curvatures, etc., suitable treatment was provided.
Improvements in the school buildings, as regards

ventilation, playgrounds, the number of closets, etc., were
introduced in many schools, and the school doctors
warmly advocate, though they have not yet been able to.
carry through, longer intervals between the lessons.

BIG FEES IN AMERICA.-An American newspaper gives.
some instances of big fees paid to surgeons in the United
States. It states that Professor Lorenz received £5,000 and
travelling expenses for the treatment of Miss Lolita
Armour for congenital hip dislocation. The fee of £200,
which a NewYork dentist charged Prince Louis of Batten-
berg when the Prince visited the United States with the
British fleet some time ago, was considered large for a.
dentist's fee; but, as compared with some of those paid for
medical attendance, it looks insignificant. Dr. Walter C.
Browning of Philadelphia is said to have sent to the
executors of Senator C. L. Magee a bill for £38,000. In
explanation of the charge, Dr. Browning said that his.
orcdinary fee for consultation in his office was £4 an hour,
and outside the office £8 an hour. He stated that Senator
Magee had voluntarily agreed to double these rates. Pro-
fessor Howard A. Kelly, of Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, received £200 a day for twenty-one days' treat-
ment of the wife of a mine owner. Professor A. McLane
Tiffany, of the same city, was paid £2,000 for performing an
operation on a New York patient, and Professor J. W.
Chambers received £1,000 for operating on a deputy-
warden who had been etabbed by a prisoner. Dr. C. T.
Parks of Chicago charged £2,000 for a single operation.
In New York City there probably are four or five men
whose practice, mostly among the wealthy, represents an
annual income of £20,000 or more. Five or six others earn
from £10,000 to £12,000, while some 200 makefrom £2,000 tcs
£8,000 a year. These statements we give with all proper
reservations, but in a land of millionaires there is nothing
improbable about them.


